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Meeting Taylor Swift 15 a LOT like
FALLING wn love, Rathryn Hudson learns.

PHOTOS BY ANDREW MACPHERSON

aylor Swift is ralking abour love, And

her new album, Red. The two con- °

cepts seem indivisible. “Maost of the '

songs are about very tumultuous re-
lationships that | encountered over the past
couple of years—none of them were anything
mundane or normal. It was always just amaz-
ingly great or amazingly awtul or just frustrating
and confusing or incredible and exciring and
wonderful and magnificent and magical or ter-
rible. Nothing in berween.”

Thart's one of the first things the 22-year-old
phenom said to me in our interview, and yer it
stuck in my head even more than the carchy
chorus of one of her latest singles, “We Are
Never Ever Gerting Back Together.™ It stuck in
my head because thar's also the perfect way to
describe meeting Taylor Swift.

Let me explain.

MAGICAT, Let's stare with the magic. When T

she breezes into the Los Angeles studio tor our e =
- L

photo shoot, wearing a patterned sundress gefd 555

oxfords, she is all smiles and hand -ih,ﬂ-:ing_._i_" -3 -ﬁﬂh

It’s impossible not to be struck by her b

and easy charm. Her frame, at five foet 11 inches,
is lithe and graceful. Her voice lilts, andehge
feline eyes crinkle up at the corners when she
laughs—which is often. | suspect that she [2
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g headphones so she “can't
clicking” of the paparazzi.
always analyzing everything,
pught a lot about whar my
be like if this actually hap-
to me,” she says. “1 didn't
d get to still be the same per-
would warch all these True
W Sﬂm and it seemed like
people didn't get to live the
loved once they'd made ™
ift scems to have been able to
he best of her “old life™ into
zy of fame. “When you can
pst call your best friend thar
pad in high school and ralk
ut the same things you used to
hout, thats when you know it's
" Or when you can call up fel-
tars like pal Selena Gomes, |
A lot of my friends now are
s or actresses,” she admits.
never end up talking shop.
e always just ralking abour our
nd our feelings and our rela-
ips and our constant, never-
g, perpetual mini-dramas thar
n on a daily basis.™
already seen thae for myself.

L Swift is sitting in
akeup chair, talking into her

. at such spud that I know in-

= : s stantly whar it is: It's boy problems,

T man. “Shur up right now. Did he

wakes up looking like this, with no need to pur on her face before she really say that?™ she asks incredu-
leaves home. Her face is just on. lously before launching into a pep

It's suddenly so clear that some people are just born to glitter onstage. talk to the likely teary chick on the
other end of the line. Is it Emma

INCREDIBLE 1ts incredible to think about where she started, Stone, | wonder? Or Sclena? Or some
though: a self-described nerd who was raised in Pennsylvania and moved girl from Pennsylvania? Swift flits her
to Nashville when she was an awkward teen 1o “make it.” Now Swift eyes up at me and [ suddenly under-
rops the Forbes highest carners list (purportedly raking in $57 million last stand how my mom must have felt
vear alone) and is practcally in need of a wheelbarrow ro collect her when she’d accidentally pick up the

various award staruettes onstage. phone | monopolized throughout my
And yer Swift seems intent on living a “normal™ life. She talks about teen years, Mo-ormm, go audyy
going to the grocery store or a park with the dreaminess most of us would Later, though, 1 can't resise talking

reserve for, well, any of the stuff Swift does day to day (photo shoots! relationships with Swift, who at this
Famous boyfriends! Makeup and glitter!}—even if she has to walk point is known as much for her >
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“It would be 50 much
easier if there were rules

to follow, but there aren't.”
Dress (Marchesa), Stylist,
Jonas Hallberg; stylist's
assistant, Stephanie
Braun; hair, Jemma
Muradian; makeup, Lome
Turk; manicure, Stephanie

.. Stone; art direction and , <
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write this (27 million. No, wait, 31 million. Wait. 43 million!). But Swaft
doesn't care if | think it's odd. *When you're little,” she explains, “you

have so much fun, and ir’s like, how do we lose thar over the years? [ think
it's by forgetting to do stuff like face painting.”

WAZINGLY For the first time, Swift has been able
to focus on recording an album, rather than squeezing writing and studio
sessions into an already crammed touring schedule. “It’s been the most fun
surmimer I've ever had,” she says. (Sure, we're talking about her nme spent
making Red, but [ can't help bur wonder if she’s also thinking of her time
spent with the Kennedys.)

It's easy to forget that she was the voungest songwriter Sony ever signed
or that she wrote her last album entirely by herself or thar she’s sold a gazil-
liom albums. Bue listening to her talk abour writing and collaboraring for

m dazzled by her true enthusi-
music. She riffs about Jeff
s finesse with drum sounds,

artin’s gift for counter hooks

hooks, Ed Sheeran’s brilliant
anding of chords and Gary
wdy’s Hair for ad libbing. “1
what they do to rub off on
he says unselfconsciously.
ecord just kind of came to-
There was less kicking and
ng and pacing.™

FUSING We're talking

put the cool girls who used to

her in school—the ones who

out and made her hate going

. I'm expecting her to spike
versation with a description

ifiable eat-shit kind of show-

she told me thar those nasty

s up to get T-shirts signed at

rt after Swift put out her first

, but instead Swift launches
explanation about how
EVEryone is a victim in his or her own
way, how evervone is full of fear. | rell

her I don't agree—especially when

it comes to bullies. She forges on.
“I don’t really have in-your-face
moments. ['m always terrified of re-
gretting something afterwards,” she
explains. “I haven't had an "Oh,
snap’ moment, like running into
someone who really hurt me and say-
ing something really witty that really
cuts them off ar the knees. Then I'm
horrible—then they'd walk away and
be like “Wow, she was just super-
mean to me; ler’s go ralk abour her
the whole car ride home.™

Bur wair...

Isn't her song “Dear John™ a toeal
public “Oh, snap™ to John Mayer,
whao reportedly broke her heart? (A
lyrical sampling: “Dear John, [ see it
all now, it was wrong / Don’t you
think 19 too young / To be played
by your dark, twisted games?™)

Mayer thoughr so ar leasr, relling
Redlingg Stowre magazine that he was[>
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